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LIVING REDEEMER 


EXEMPLIFIED IN A 


8 E R M O N., 


ce i SUTTON in ASHFIELD, 
NOTTIN GHAMSHIRE, 
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But why more Wie? more Com ort let it be. 
Nothing is dead, but that which wiſh'd to die. 
| Nothing is dead, but Wretchedneſs and Pain, 
Nothing is dead, but what encumber'd, gall d, 
| Black'd up the Paſs, and barr'd from real Life. | 
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| [hn A M now entering on a4 _ N 
1 employment in which I ever wa 
ged. The powerful feelings of f oj 
ſhip in buſy exerciſe afli my ſoul with 
the moſt oppreſſive ſorrow; Unleſs re- 
ſtrained by an inviſible hand, my 6ver- 
powering paſſions will ſtop my mouth, and 
cauſe me to leave the pulpit in gloomy 
| ſilence. | 
What encourages me to beg yohe intereſt 


for me at a throne of grace is a firm bo- 
lief that the fame ſorrow: is univerfal 


1 throughout this * ; and 1 would 
therefore 


15 4 wi "Mm 
| 3 855 that, vehile- you | caduty Wo. 


drop the tear of affection on your own ac- . 
count, you will fervently whiſper a prayer 
on mine, that ſtrength may be equal to 
my day, and utterance may be given me 
to improve this hour of diſtreſs by con- 


ſidering that portion of the divine word 
contained i in 


Jon, Chap. r Verſe 25, 26, 27 


For I hnow that my Redeemer livetb, and 
that he ſhall and at the latter day upon the 
earth: and though after my fein worms de- 

toy this body, yet in my fleſh ſhall I. T fee God, 


whom I ſhall ſee for myſelf, and mine eyes 
Hall behold, and not another; ; De 3 reins 
be conſumed v within ne. 1 1257 


. When an old houſe 4 is'to "A hag up, 
and a new one built in its place, the perſon 
who reſides in it has warning from his land- 
lord to remove, while the old habitation is 
takendownand another erected. Something 
ſimilar to this is the ſituation of God's peo- 
ple in a dying hour. The natural body; 
8 25 . LES that 


N 


5 that earthly houſe of chis our e „ 
then to be diſſolved or taken down, in or- 
der that it may be built anew, and raiſed 

a glorious body. For a time therefore 

its tenant, the immortal ſpirit, muſt for- 

ſake her clay and leave her old habitation; 
and though the event frequently may 
come unnoticed, and the ſoul may make 

a ſudden unexpected departure, this is very 

far from being always the caſe: ſome bodily 

complaint or another is uſually ſent to 
warn us of the momentous change, and in- 
timate our approaching diſſolution. Ac- 
cordingly in this light it was that afflic- 
ted Fob conſidered the painful diſorder un- 
der which he now laboured. Though it 
was not followed immediately by his 
death, it informed him that the ghaſtly 

meſſenger was on the road, and warned: 

him of his approach. In conſequence of 

| ſuch a warning he utters the language of. 


the text, which deſcribes him in the rea- 
lizing views of this gloomy ſcene. Simi- 
lar were the views, and more explicit was 
the warning received by my dear departed: 
Tien, The complaint under which he 

, laboured 


1 1 


laboured not only informed bim (like v8) | 
that he muſt die in ſome future period, 
but it told him in the language of certain- 


ty, the hour was at hand. He knew that 
there was but a ſtep between him and 
death, yet inſtead of trembling before the 
pale deſtroyer, fo dreadful to nature, with 
an undaunted courage he looked him in 
the face. He faw in him the countenance 
of a friend, and gave him a chearful heatty 
welcome. The reaſon was, almighty grace 
enabled him to behold a riſen Saviour, and 


therefore, ſtrong i in faith, he could adopt 


the language of my text, and fay, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth. Accordingly a 

paper found on the morning of his death, 
directed for me, and written juſt before his 
departure, expreſſes his deſire that the 
verſes I have read ſhould be the founda- 
tion of my diſcourſe on the preſent me- 
x occaſion. | 


| Theſe rde may properly be ayled 4 
r body of doctrinal and expe- 
rimental divinity. They contain the ſum 


and ſubſtance of all divine revelation, while 
th ey 


they breathe the very eſſence of the chriſ- 
tian s experience, when faith is in lively 
exerciſe. The ideas with which they are 
fraught are ſo numerous, and the langu age 
fo fublime, that in one diſcourſe it = fans 
poſſible to unfold all their beauties. ' 1 
ſhall only therefore touch upon the ſeve- 

ral parts of my text, by collecting them 
together in the — following mn of 


view. ö 8 

L.. ane of mernitity 3 Though 
after my fein worms deflroy this body; 
though: my reins are conſumed within me. 
II. A profeſſion of faith; I #now tat 
my Redeemer liveth, and. that he ſhall land 
Ayer abr ri; ö | 

III. A declaration of hope; Yet tut 


feſt ſhall I fer God, whom e 
Seth, u mine Yee, you! behold and nb another... | 


I. A es at mortaling; Though | 
after my ſtin, &c. Death, conſidered only 
as a matter of ſpeculation, is that import- 
ant event which affords the moſt convin- 
cing teſtimony how greatly our nature is 
depraved. Its certainty is univerſally. ac- | 

acknowledged 


a eie but the ſl , of; man 

kind reflect on it with indifference, while 

each individual conſiders the diſſolution of 

| another 1 more than his own. Indeed, to 

nature ess is ſomething ſo painful inthe 
thought, that none but the real: believer, 
under the influence of divine grace, can 
bear to indulge it. Such a one was the 
dear deceaſed; and therefore with- Job he 
could utter the language I have read as 


Wee of the Cs . * 


— 
* 


| His 1 views of che — 
conſequences of death. Though after my 
Ain worms deftroy this body. The expreſ- 
fion points to the remote confequence of 
nature's diſſolution, and deſcribes its moſt 
ruinous ſtate. Though after my ſkin worms 
deftroy this body, Ci. e.) After the pale 
% hand of death has changed my counte- 
« nance, and the grave's cold damps have 
< penetrated my ſkin, putrified it, and 
altered its whole appearance, then worms 
A ſhall deftroy this body.” In ſuch a ſtate. 
as this, the pleaſure which once was felt 
by ſurviving friends is changed for diſ- 


"4 % ; 
4 wg. 
5 Sor" * 


guſt. The tendereſt relative turns away 
his eyes a the loathſome object, 


while none but the worms embrace it 
with delight. Thus conſuming in the 
7 grave the greedy reptiles' feaſt themſelves 
ſe till they” have 15 


on the putrified carcaſ 

voured its laſt remains. 

Such, ſays Job, will ſoon be the Wenk. 
ed condition of this my body. The 

word body, you may remark, is written in 
italics to intimate it is not in the original, 


When read without it, the expreſſion is 


truly deſcriptive, and rann the moſt 
lively image of the good man's ſituation. 


It repreſents him (as it were) pointing 


with his finger to his emaciated carcaſe, 
while he thus expreſſes himſelf, Though 
after my fein worms deſtroy 1uis; ſo vile 
and deſpicable does it appear, that it hard- 


: ly deſerves a name, and it will ſoon be 


treated with ſuitable contempt, while every 


once lively member, every once active 


limb lie dormant in the grave, and are con- 
| ſigned to corruption. Another thing im- 
plied in this expreſſion is, | 
LTD i 255 IIdly. 


I 


1160 


IIdly, the certainty of this event. 
Though after my ſkin. worms deſtroy this 
body. You will obſerye in this expreſſion 
death is not aſſerted, but implied. Job 

does not ſay that he ſhall die, but i intimates 

his undoubted aſſurance of his death by 
taking it as a truth for granted. The fact 

was ſo indiſputably true that it needed no 

proof, he therefore ſpeaks of it in the ſame 
manner as though it was actually paſt. He 
realizes the diſmal ſcene, as if the event had 
really taken place, and ſuppoſes himſelf in 
the humiliating fituation deſcribed in the 
expreſſion. Though after my wrt. worm 
deftroy this * 


IIIdly. In the words, though after my 
in worms deſtroy this body, and though. my 

reins are conſumed within me, we have the 

reaſon of the certainty of his diſſolution. 
Human depravity is the foundation upon 

which death hath raiſed its empire. The 
'declarations of Scripture, and the mortality 

of thoſe around us afford convincing argu- 
ments that its dominion is univerſal, and 
none are exempted from its deſtructive 
blow ; 


6 


blow; but theſe general reaſons only diſ- 
cover the certainty of our diſſolution in 
common with others, and are equally con- | 
clufive with reſpect to all mankind, but 
the particular cauſe of Job's aſſurance in 
the preſent caſe ſeems to be the peculiar 
circumſtances he was now in as an afflicted 
man: theſe he expreſſes in verſe 27. my 
rems are conſumed within me. The dread- 
ful diſorder with which he was afflicted 
ſeemed to have eaten up his very vitals. 
The pains attending it enfeebled his 
whole frame, as introducing him to the 
chambers of death. Under his affliction. 
he felt himſelf mortal; he knew, if it con- 
tinued, his diſſolution muſt enſue, and 
read, as it were, the ſentence of death 
within himſelf. Thus, Bis reins being con- 
ſumed within him teſtified the certainty of 
death, and opened his eyes to ſee the hide- 

ous conſequences that muſt neceſſarily 
follow. Such were his preſent circumſtan- 
ces as drew a veil over the face of nature, 
and rendered gloomy its brighteſt objects. 
The ſcene of futurity which they preſent- 
ed interpoſed and concealed from his view 

5 the 


= 


( 32 3 


the ſplendor of all earthly delights. In 
ſuch a ſtate he was conſtrained to apply to 
heaven for relief, and abſolute miſery muſt 
have excited the groans of deſpair had _ 
not a divine friendſhip appeared on 
his behalf: To this therefore he applies 
for ſupport and conſolation, nor was his 
application in vain, as will OF ap- 


Nes, if we a 


Udiy. A profeſſion 10 his faith, I know 
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he 1 
and at the latter day upon the earth. 

Theſe words evidently expreſs what was 
the object of the faith of Fob, and deſcribe 
thoſe eſſential characteriſtics in the perſon 
of Chriſt, which convince the enlightened 
ſoul, thatitenjoysaſuitableandall-ſufficient 

Redeemer. It is a good obſervation which 
I remember to have had from an able di- 
vine, Every ſinner needs a Redeemer, 

and every chriſtian has one.” A con- 
viction of our being in the number of the 
former neceſſarily excites our deſire to en- 
joy the bleſſedneſs of the latter. Thus it 


was in the caſe before us. Job was fully 
convinced 


| * 48 1 
convinced of his own vilenefs, he was 
aſſured that fin was the cauſe of natural 
death, and he alſo knew that it expoſed 
him to eternal death; conſidering himſelf 
therefore on this account as entirely loſt 
and helpleſs the only ſource of his conſo< 
lation was the method of redemption plan- 
ned and executed by God himſelf. That 
this merciful ſcheme was revealed to him, 
and that he underſtood its nature is evi- 
dent from the character by which he de- 
ſcribes the object of his faith, as, | 
11t. He was a Redeemer, 7 hnow that 
my Redeemer liveth. The objections that 
are urged to prove theſe words have no 
reference to the perſon of Chriſt are too 
trivial, and too plainly confuted by the 
whole ſtrain of the text to need a parti- 
cular attention. on this ſolemn occaſion. 
J ſhall only obſerve in general that the 
Hebrew word here uſed 5x3 contains an 
allufion to a well known cuſtom obſerved 
under the ceremonial law /viz. ) when a 
perſon was dead, whoſe eſtate was ſold or 
mortgaged, the neareſt ſurviving kinſman ' 
was: to fettle his concerns, and maintain 
the 


( 14 ) 
the honour of the deceaſed by redeeming. 
the eſtate, marrying the widow, and rai- 
fing up children to his name. W e have 1 
an inſtance of this in Rutb, chap. 4. where 
Boaz is deſcribed as purchaſing the eſtate 
of Mablon, and taking the wife of the dead 
to raiſe up the name of the dead upon his 
inheritance. The reaſon of this tranſac- 
tion he acknowledges, in verſe 12 of the 
former chapter, to be the relation in which 
he ſtood, when he ſays, And now it is true 
Jam thy near kinſman. You will abſerve, 
it was this that qualified him for the buſi- 
neſs, and rendered him a ſuitable Redeem- 
er. Now it is the very ſame word uſed - 
in the text by which ſuch a Redeemer is 
deſcribed. Chriſt bears the fame title 
becauſe he ſtands in a fimilar relation, and 
does the ſame kind ſervice for his people. 

1. He ſtands in a ſimilar relation to 
them. Accordingly he is deſcribed in 
Scripture as our elder brother, bone of 
our bone, and fleſh of our fleſh. On this 
account the right of redemption belongs 
to him in a legal way as the proper ſub- 
ſtitute of his people. When Chriſt hung 


upon 


1 ) 


upon the croſs at Calvary" tlie 1 na- 
ture which had ſinned was then ſuffer- 
ing, the threatenings of the divine law 
were thus fulfilled, the faithfulneſs of the 
law-giver was by this mEan maintained, 

and Juſtice received ample ſlatisfaction. 
See this point argued by the apoſtle in 
Hebrews, chap. ii. from the 11th to verſe: 
18th, “For both he that ſanctifieth, &c. 
2. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt by his obe- 
dience and death accompliſhed the ſame 
important work for. his people, and there- 
fore may be ſtiled their kinſman, their 
redeemer. By the fall we had fold our- 
ſelves to work | wickedneſs, and became 
the miſerable ſubjects of ſin, and vaſſals 
of Satan. Chriſt redeems the mortgage, 
reſtores the poſſeſſion, and ſecures the 
eternal honour of thoſe who are dead in 
fin. This he does in the ſame manner as 
Boaz did as to the eſtate of Mahlon (vix.) 
by paying its proper price. What this 
was you may ſee by reading I. Peter, 
chap. 1. verſes 18 and 19. For we are 
not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
« filver and gold, but with the precious 


« blood 
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ac blood of Jeſus, as of a lamb without 
e blemiſh and without ſpot.” Such was 
the price paid down for our redemption, 
the value of which can only be eſtima- 
ted hy an infinite mind, as appears from an 
attentive reflection on the apoſtolic aſſerti- 


on, Acts xx. 28. Feed the church cf 


* God, which he hath pared with Hs 
ha own! blond, 


* 


II. He was a living Redeemer: Ih btw 


that my Redeemer Hoeth, This was Fab 8 


conſolation, that there was not only a Re- 
deemer to appear in ſome future period, 
but that he was at that very inſtant actu- 
ally in being. If the exiſtence of Chriſt 
was only to be dated from the time in 
which he took upon him our nature, then 
the Old Teſtament ſaints muſt have pe- 
riſhed for want of preſent relief. Fo 
felt the weight of his guilt in ſuch a 


manner, as convinced him he muſt ſink 


under the enormous load, unleſs there was 


one to interpoſe with God in his behalf. 
This therefore we find was the matter of 


his wiſh in chap. xvi. verſe 21. O that 


85 one . 


\ 


4 


to Feſus, the only mediator between God 


[ty 1 
et one might plead for a man with God, 
te ag a man pleadeth for his neighbour.” 
Divine grace taught him that ſuch a one 
was ready for the work, whilſt it led him 


and man. This therefore was the matter 
of his rejoicing, when he ſays, in the 
words of our text, IJ know that my 
Redeemer liveth! Obſerve, though 
Chriſt had not ſuffered, yet he was then 
in exiſtence. What is more, he then 
lived as the Redeemer of his people. In 
this character he was ſet up from ever- 
laſting, Hence the believer derives all 
his conſolation in the views of death. 
Chriſt is a life-giving head. He lives 
| himſelf, and from him the ſprings of 
eternal life flow in endleſs ſtreams to all 
his people. His character of a Redeemer 
intimates that compaſſion, care, and friend-: . - 
ſhip, which he continually bears to his 
church. His living implies that he is 
at preſent, and will be in every future mo- 
ment continually engaged in the exerciſe of 
this his affection. As his love conſtrain-⸗ 
ed him to become our Redeemer by dying 
1 BE 


. 


ah - 
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un 


for us, ſo it ſtill influences him continu- 
ally to act in the ſame character by living 
for us. He ever liveth therefore ſays 
* the apoſtle to make interceſſion for us, 
© Hebrews: vii. 25.” Conſequently he is 
always ready. at the right hand of God to 
interpoſe in our behalf; nor will he ſuffer 
any one concern of his people to paſs 
unnoticed, any accuſation againſt them to 
| be ſucceſsful, or any injury . them 
to be accompliſhed. - 0 | 
| How clearly does this diſcover: ihe ew 
rity of the child of God! To ſpeak it 
with reverence, Chriſt would appear diſ- 
honorable under the character of a Re- 
deemer, if, while he ſuſtained it, one of 
| his people was to be overcome by Satan, 
or periſh under the influence of ſin. Nor 
need we fear in the proſpect of death, or 
tremble at nature's diſſolution, ſince Serip- 
ture reveals a living Redeemer as the ob- 
Je of our faith. Though this body is 
impriſoned in the. grave, crumbled into 
duſt, and devoured by worms, not one 
atom ſhall be loſt, but all its ſcattered 
particles ſhall be collected, and it ſhall 


ſpring 


1 1 


Saen . wecpeble in imimortal 
glory. 

Chriſt Tives as our: Deen and 1 
diſcovers the glory of this his character 
by watching our filent remains, pteſer- 
ving them even in their corrupted ſtate, 
_ reſtoring them to their union with the 
| foul, and raiſing them ſuperior to death 


and hell. Agreeable hereto is the inſpired 


aſſertion, Hoſea xiii. 14. I will ranfom 

them from the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death. O death! I will 
be thy plagur. O . IT will be 2 | 


W = 


He ſhall fland at the latter day upon the earth, 


This expreſſion may refer both to Chriſt's 
incarnation, and alſo to His ſecond coming: 5 


without fin- unto ſal vation 
The ON Teſtament ſaints lived in the 
full expectation of the firſt, and we wait 
for the glorious appearance of the laſt. 
The former has fully anſwered their be- 
lieving views, and we doubt not the lat» 
ter will excecd all our hopes. Conſider- | 
ing 


5 1 4 2 6 7 
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ing the words then as referring to the 
final advent of our victorious king they 
.expreſs that glorious manifeſtation which 
the laſt great day will make, when the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven 
with an attending . a N an 
my” * 
At preſent this character of a Redeemer 
bh but little underſtood. The glories of 
his redemption are degraded, his enemies 
ſeem to. triumph, while by the influence 
of ſin they endeavour to prevent the ad- 
rancement of his intereſt, and eclipſe the 
excellency of his perſon and glory; but 
then every ſtain will be wiped off his 
character, and all his glories as our Re- 
deemer will be fully diſplayed, and, having 
vanquiſhed all his enemies, and accom- 
pliſhed the purpoſes of his grace, he will 
ſtand like a conqueror upon the field of 
battle, ſurrounded with the trophies of 
his victory, the acclamations of his peo- 
ple, and the honours of an eternal tri- 
umph. 9 
Upon the whole then we -may ee 
that our Redeemer's living, and ſtanding 
7 | the 


ü 
the latter day upon the earth affords a 
clear diſplay of the compleaineſs of his 
e en 

Chriſt would never have taken a place 
in heaven as the Redeemer of his people, 
if he had-not been qualified for the work; 
he never would have aſcended - there to 
make interceſſion for them, if he had not 
perfectly accompliſhed it; and he never 
would appear the ſecond time, unleſs the 
happineſs of his people was infallibly ſe- 
cured, for when he cometh a ſecond time 
it is without fin unto ſalvation. His fu- 
ture coming therefore ſuppoſes the perfect 
accompliſhment of the redemption of his 
church by his firſt appearance. An aſ- 
ſurance of the latter implies in it a cer- 
tainty of faith with reſpect to the former, 
and therefore when Job ſays he ſhall ſtand 
the latter day upon the earth he inti- 
mates the ſatisfaction of his mind reſpec- 
ting the perfect performance of that ſal- 
vation, to which the character of a Re- 


deemer refers. 


Such was the foundation upon which 
my _ departed friend built all his hopes, 
and 


"x 22 ] 


and 16 which he was PRES with com- | 
fort in the views of eternity. > Ac- 
cordingly the reaſon why he fixed upon 
this as his funeral text he has thus ex- 
preſſed by writing in the paper in which 
it was found, For my Funeral Text, 
Jeb, chapter xix. verſes 25, 26, 27. 
« J know that my Redeemer hveth, and 
*« that he ſhall ſtand at the latter day upon 
« the earth. And though after my ſkin 
% worms deſtroy this body, yet in my fleſh 
* thall I ſee God. Whom I ſhall fee for 
e myſelf, and mine eyes ſhall behold, and 
* not another, though my reins be con- 


* ſumed within me. It is this thought 


which animates me above the fear of 
« dying. That Jeſus died, and now he 
lives, that before he expired upon the 
tc accurſed tree he could ſay, It is finiſhed.” 
Such was the ſolid baſis upon which 
our deceaſed brother reſted all his expecta- 
tions for an eternal world. I ſhall 
ſpend a few thoughts upon the na- 
ture of theſe expectations by proceed= + 
ing to the next general .. n 
18 
2 III. A A 
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II. A S 80 by Job # his Tops: 
Yet in my file fb ſhall I fee God, whom I ſhall 
fre for myſelf, and mine Yer ſhall bebold, 
and not another. _ 

Nothing can more plainly diſcover the 
importance of the doctrines of grace than 
that bleſſed hope, which in their own 
nature, they are calculated to inſpire. Nor 
is there any thing can mare ſtrongly ma- 
nifeſt the neceſſity of faith in this ſalvation 
than the delightful influence of its ex- 
pectations upon the minds of the believer. 
We have an inſtance of this in the caſe 
of Fob. Though one heavy, affliction af-, 
ter another, like clouds involyed in clouds, 
ſurrounded and darkened the whole ſphere 
in which he acted, though the beating 
tempeſt poured down a flood of forrow 
upon him, yet he poſſeſt his ſoul in pa- 
tience, and uttered the language of a tri- 
umphant pleaſure. Ghaſtly death had 
thinned his family. Meagre poverty had 
{tripped him of his poſſeſſions. Dire diſeaſe 
had emaciated his body, and pale famine 
had viſited his habitation, but yet, though 
having nothing, he ſeemed to poſſeſs all 

3 


al 


things. Faith in a living Chriſt forbids | 
his fears, and therefore, with the gloomy 
Horrors of the grave in proſpect, he ap- 
pears unſpeakably happy. What made 
him ſo is evidently the aſſurance which 
is here expreſſed. *© That becauſe the 
* Redeemer liveth he ſhould in his fleſh 
« ſee God, whom he ſhould ſee for him- 
« ſelf, and his We ſhould behold, and 
<* not another.” There are two things 
implied in the words as conſtituting. the 
object of the hope of Job. 

1. The reſurrection of the body. In 
my fleſh I ſhall ſee God, and theſe eyes ſhall 7 
behold him. This is. the antidote. againſt. 
thoſe painful ſenſations ſo naturally occa- 
ſioned by the proſpect of our diſſolution. 


Corruption, earth, and worms, 


Shall but refine this fleſh.” 


The believers bodyeis only debaſed, tle 
it may be exalted. Faith in Chriſt looks 
forward to the delightful period, when it 
ſhall riſe from the ruins of the grave, and 
be faſhioned like unto Ebriff s glorious 
body: 1 
The 


25 J 

The expreſſion before us intimates the 
ſameneſs of that body which the reſurrec- 
tion ſhall produce. Agreeable hereto is the 
inſpired aſſertion, 1 Cor. xv. 38. And 
to every ſeed his-own body.. My fleſh, 

„ (ſays: Job) the very ſame which is now 
* ſo emaciated, and appears ſo loathſome.” 
Though to my familiar friends it is an ob- 
| je@ of deteſtation, yet it is that which 
God delighteth to honour. My eyes 
« ſhall behold him.” Theſe very eyes 
which look upon the preſent world as a 
wilderneſs of ſin and ſorrow will ſoon be 
bleſt with the appearance of a victorious 
Redeemer, and the glories of a | covenant- 

Gods » 


II. hs Grd. may 1 his beatific 
1 As God is the only ſource of perfect 
happineſs to his creatures, ſo the ſight of 
him is the mean by which this bleſſedneſs 
is communicated to the mind. The angels 
always behold the face of their Father which 
is in heaven. * It is this which makes them 
| happy: And the clearer the view which 
D Fj ſaints 


Mat, xviii, 10. 
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ſaints upon earth obtain of the face of 

God the greater is their felicity. By the 
fight of God with our bodily eyes which : 1 
is here ſpoken of is intimated the perfec- 
tion of heavenly bliſs, as infinitely ſuperior 
to the enjoyment of a life of faith. The 
only way in which we behold God here is 
by faith. Now this implies a diſtance 
from the great obj ect of our pleaſufe, Fob 
therefore rejoices in the thought 'that 
there ſhould be no more diſtance between 
God and man, but that he ſhould ſee him 
face to face. In the preſent world, while 
we live by faith, we know nothing but by 
report: faith gives no more than a diſtant 
proſpect, but that in heaven will be an 
immediate one. The views of faith are 
often obſcured, but when in our fleſh we 
ſhall ſee God, there will be nothing to in- 
terpoſe, not the leaſt interruption of our 

intimacy, for we 2 know even as we are 
non. T | 
The language of Fob intimates the 2 gh 
rified ſtate of the new raiſed body, Theſe 
eyes ſhall behald bim. At preſent they are 
"IX unable 

+ 1 Cor. xiii, 12, 


1 
unable to view the illuſtrious object. Its 
glories are ſo ineffably great that were 
they fully manifeſted, ſuch is the weakneſs 
of our frame it would ſink into ruin un- 
der the oppreſſive over-Whelmin g diſplay. 
No man (ſays God) can ſee me and liue. 4 
Accordingly, when Mo oſes came down from 
the mount he Was obliged to cover his 
face with a veil. The reflection of that 
ſplendor which was borrowed only fromthe 
inferior glories of Deity was too dazling 
for the people to behold, « 80 that they 
« were afraid to come nigh unto him 38 
but at the reſurrection the caſe. will be 
altered. This corruptible ſhall put on incor- 
ruption, and what is ſown in weakneſs ſhall 
be raiſed in power. The body will be en- 
dowed with a divine ſtrength, and ſo be 
qualified to ſuſtain the weight of that glory 
Which it ſhall chearfully poſſeſs. Then 
theſe very eyes, which now cannot bear 
the twinkling of nature's ſun, will ſteadi- 
ly behold the full - beaming glory of him 
whoſe preſence irradiates heaven. We 
ſball ſee Ged. This fight will be both 
transforming 
1 Exod. xxxiu. 20. $ Exod. xxxiv. 30. f 1 Cor. xv. 43, 53« 


1 2 
transforming and tranſporting. It will 
transform us into his perfect image. wa We 


8 ſhall be like unto him, for we ſhall fee as he 
« ig. We ſhall then alſo be freed from all 


that imperfection, releaſed from that dul- | 


neſs and carnality, delivered from that 


blindneſs and corruption which now con- 
ſtrain us to groan earneſtly being bur- 


thened. Thus every cauſe of our complaint 
will be removed, and we ſhall be tranſport- 
ed with the viſion and enjoyment of God, 
- | whom wwe ſhall fee for our ſelves - and not 
another. See for ourſelves, that is behold 
our intereſt in him; ſee him that we may 
enjoy him. The Lord is our portion, and 
this portion we ſhall then fully poſſeſs. 
The faint will claim a ſhare i in all the glo- 
ries of the divine nature. Delightful 
thought! while in intimate communion 
he ſees all things in God he ſhall enjoy 
the vaſt inheritance, and with tranſport- 
ing 4 wounds ſay, “All this is mine for 
=o. 
- The manner in which this ſight is ob- 
tained PLE: will obſerve is "TO the 
ren 


4 John, ili. 2. 
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perſon of Chriſt. This is/ iniiate? by the 
expreſſion, in my fleſh, that is, with my 
bodily eyes. T ſhall ſee God: now a ſpiri- 
tual being 1s not a ſuitable object for cor- 
poreal ſight, and therefore the ſentiment 
of the great Dr. Owen upon this ſubje& 
ſeems both rational and ſcriptural, name- 
ly, that A view of the glory of Chriſt is 
* ſubordinate unto the ultimate viſion of 
the eſſence of God.” The Redeemer 
therefore in his complex perſon will be 
to eternity the only mean of c ommunĩca- 
tion between God and the church. It 1 is 
this object, the glorified body of Chriſt, as 
ſubſiſting i in the Godhead, which will be 
the medium of-their knowlidge, while it 
feaſts the eyes of theltountleſs multitude 
ho ſurround the-throne of God and the 
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. "The deity of Chriſt. 

Seeing the Redeemer is ſeeing God, Pe 
cauſe in him all the riches of infinite per- 
fection are treaſured up to be communicat- 


ed 
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ed to the church. A treaſure. which no 
finite mind could poſſibly contain. The 
capacity of the moſt exalted Archangel in 
heaven is too limited to contain the glories 
of that perfection which is abſolutely im- 
menſe; while theſe glories are therefore 
diſplayed in the perſon of Chriſt they 
prove his immenſity, and thus net his 
Deu 9 


= Ms E barn. the neceſſity 1 an in- 
tereſt in Chriſt. Life and immortality are 
brought to light by.the goſpel, but there 
is no enjoying the former, or being happy 
in the latter, without an intereſt in Feſus. 
Sin having polluted our ſouls has cor- 
rupted our bodies, and we are as unable to 
cleanſe the former from guilt, as to extract 
from the latter the ſeeds of our diſſolution. 
The one muſt certainly feel the influence 
of temporal death, and the other will. as 
certainly be tormented with the agonies of 
eternal death, if Chriſt is neglected and 
his righteouſneſs refuſed. 
Job had nothing to ſupport him in the 
proſpect of his diſſolution but the hope 
© of 


1 
of ſeeing God, and he had nothing to ſup- 


port this hope but a knowledge of, and 
dependance upon a. living Redeemer. 


Thus alſo it was with my dear departed 
friend. He had no other expectation of 
future happineſs in his dying moments, 


but what aroſe from the compleat redemp- 


tion of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. This was 

revealed to him as a foundation ſecure as 

omnipotence could make it. It bore up 

his'ſpiritswhen death entered his cham- 

ber, and the * ſeemed open to receive 
Am... 

Helping to undreſs him laſt Lord I 
day evening, I aſked him whether he ex- 
peed the reſtoration of his health, or 
was apprehenſive that the preſent diſorder 


would end in his diſſolution? he anſwer- 


ed, he was certain of the latter; I replied, 


under the influence of this thought, that | 


you ſhall ſurely die, are you happy in your 
mind? Ves, ſaid he, perfectly happy 
When I returned, whence does your hap- 
pineſs ariſe? his ſtrength was ſo exhauſt- 
ed with getting into bed, that he could 
only defire me to Ray for a reply, while 

1 | he 
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he pauſed ber wünt of breath. 
for a time in ſilent pas a when he 


1 1 


o bowelted 


began as near as I can recolſuctols the 105 


Towing- words. 9 
I am ſenſible that I have! nothing in 


<< myſelf to excite the divine favour, or 


40 merit the compaſſion of God. Was he 
ae this moment to ſend me to the hotteſt 


« hell, and puniſh me with eternal tor- 


4 ment the puniſhment would not be 


% too ſevere: I am fully convinced it 


would be equitable. I am ſenſible the 


* righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſufficient . to 
« cover all my guilt, and that on his ac- 


count God can be juſt while he ſaves 
„ me. This is all my plea. From this 


« ariſes all my hope. I lie at the foot of 
«« the croſs. I know God can fave me; ; 
« I believe he will. FL 
Thus was he 3 in his departing 
moments with the manifeſtation of hea- 
venly friendſhip, and rendered happy by 


the diſcoveries of redeeming love. I 


mention not this circumſtance to raiſe his 
character, or to increaſe that univerſal 
eſteem which when living he pofleſt, I 

_ 


11 c 
only mention it to exalt the riches of hes 
grace, by which he was delivered from the 
fears of death, and to which he aſcribed 
all the honours of his /a/vation. - —5 

Accordingly, ſpeaking of the doctrine of 
election the Monday preceding his death, 
he ſaid to a friend who viſited him, 
« What ſhould I now do if this doctrine 
« was not true? The apprehenſion would 
te render me.compleatly miſerable. O how 
painful my ſituation now, if it was not 
9 7 certain affair, but depended upon any 
thing to be done by me!—But, tis this 
40 thought which ſatisfies my mind in the 
« views of death; my ſalvation was be- 
gun without my knowledge, and con- 
te trary to my inclination; it was carried 
* on without my aid, and mann he 
ed without my aſliſtance.” 

Upon this redemption he boldly ven- 
tured his ſoul for eternity, while he ac- 
: knowledged i it all of grace. 


3. Hence learn, that the only way to 
obtain the ſame favour 1 is by faith i in the 
ſame Redeemer. It is not ſufficient that 
the Son of God ſuſtains this character, un- 

E leſs 


tot 


leſs we are the — of his e ä 
ive 
Now if ths word of this ela 
avs not profit them that hear it, the Apoſ- 
tle affirms it is becauſe it is not mixed with 
faith. If ave receive forgrveneſs of Ans, 
and an inheritance among thoſe that are ſanc- 
tified, it is by faith in Chrift, as our Lord 
himſelf aſſures us. T While therefore we 
deny the efficacy of his righteouſneſs, by 
depending on our own performance and 
ſeeking juſtification by the works of the 
law, we are rejecting him as a redeemer. 
And fay, poor unbelieving finners, what 
can you do without him? As a dying 
man I would beſeech ſuch to be reconci- 
led to God. You believe that ſoon you 
muſt go the way of all fleſh, do then for 
a few moments realize the thought of 
3 your diſſolution. Your bodies are crum- 
| bled to atoms, and eaten by worms, but 
their ſcattered particles will certainly be 
preſerved, and at the laſt great day col- 
lected together, but if Chriſt is not your 
redeemer, who is to raiſe them gloriqus 
bodies? If while living .you have never 
given yourſelf up to him, when dead you 
will 
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+ Heb. iv. 2. 1 Acts xxvi. 18. 


EL. 
will be conſidered as none of his; and at 
the reſurrection he will diſown you, and 
make this awful declaration to you, 
I knows you not, depart from me all ye 
wor ker of iniquity(® - Sup poſe- the dying 
monient arrived, and your immortal ſoul 
taking its flight into eternity. You'muſt 
new appear” before the judgment ſeat of 
Chriſt, but how will you look him in the 
face, when your own righteouſneſs has 
been preferred and his neglected? How 
gloomy will be your proſpect in ſueh a 
ſruation? May the Lord the ſpirit affect 
you with it now in fuch a manner, as-ſhall 
_ conſtrain you by faith 2 ac fo ' Jef es 
refuge fo ya 
| Death's terror is the mountain Alan removes. 
is faith diſarms deſtruction, and abſolves 
From ev'ry elamerous charge the guiltleſs tomb. 
Believe, and ſhow. the reaſon of a man; 
Believe, and taſte the pleaſures of a God; 


Believe, and look with triumph on the tomb. 
| Young. 


4thly. We may hence learn the excel- 
lency of an aſſurance that we are intereſt- 
ed in Chriſt. While mankind would not 


venture half their worldly ſubſtance in any 


5 {ſcheme 
Mat. vil. 23, 
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RES 8 Ch eme which they had not good evidenee N 


would ſucceed, they willingly venture their 
immortal ſouls, their eternal happineſs 
5 with dark uncertainty, deſtitute of the 
leaſt evidence of their ſafety. With how 
many is this the melancholy caſe? Or 
how many are there who fooliſhly raiſe 
their hopes without any foundation, and 
indulge a blind expectation which is void 
of all ſupport? What confuſion will fill 
the minds of ſuch, when their eyes are 
open by death, and they ſee themſelves 
expoſed to the wrath of an eternal God, 

deſtitute of any ſhelter, any hope? Hence 
my dear friends, learn the neceſlity of a 
continual inquiry what is your ſtate to- 
wards God, Swift as a poſt you are daily 
haſtening to an eternal world. Let con- 
ſcience hourly put the queſtion, Am I 
travelling to the dark regions of end- 
* leſs torment? or am I daily approach- 
*« ing the gates of immortal light and 
e bleſſedneſs?” The importance of ſuch 
an inquiry appears from the realizing 
views of a dying moment. Tis then we 
ſhall feel the neceſſity of having made our 
calling and election ſure.“ Su ppoſing we 

really 
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really are ſafe, yet to be in the dark in 
that moment is to ſuffer . the tor- 
ments of the damned. 
Ve drowſy profeſſors! the Jenthbedd * | 
my dear friend calls loudly upon you, and 
in awful language reads the moſt import- 
ant lecture. It tells you eternity is upon 
the wing, and calls your attention to an 
endleſs duration. The day is far ſpent, 
the nigbt is at hand, let us put off the: works 
of darkneſs, and put on 1 whole armour of | 
hight.+ 
The dear deceaſed knew the imposant 
of this aſſurance to which I am now preſ- 
fing you. In his dying moments he ap- 
peared a lively inſtance of the poſſibility 
of attaining it, for then he enjoyed that 
ſolid comfort which it affords, - while 
he could fay with Fob, I know that my 
Redeemer liveth. It was this which com- 
poſed his mind, and inſpired his heart 
with joy. Nor was his joy the effect of 
agitated ſpirits or fluctuating paſſions, but 
the reſult of a calm reflection upon his 
ſtate towards God, as not having on his 
own righteouſneſs which is of the law, but 
clothed - with the GM hs of Chriſt 
 wohich is by faith \ 


1 Rom. xiii. 12. f Phil, wi. g. * 
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The frame of his mind is beſt deſcribed 
ha himſelf in a paper found in his pocket 
the night preceding his death, of which 
the following is an exact copy.—** The 
following thoughts occurred to me, 
„when death appeared in proſpe&. They 
* contain my hopes and my fears at a 
c time þ had not the leaſt expectation of 
« life. In ſhort I found ſuch reflections 


* of, infinite ſervice. My mind became 1 


* more unbent from terreſtrial things, 
« The world vaniſhed, and my happineſs 
*« was derived from objects unſeen and 
« eternal. I could converſe familiarly with 
% death and eternity, I could ſtrictly 
* examine the dark dungeon of my ewn 
% heart. I could read my Bible with 
* more earneſtneſs and pleaſure, as I con- 
« ſidered myſelf intereſted in every ſen- 
<« tence ; and, when faith was in exerciſe, 
« I could fay, my beloved is mine, and I 
e am his. I was happy in myſelf, and 

7 happy i in the thoughts of my * 5 


ec ing diffolution.” 
Thoughts on Drarn . ETERNITY, 


] ſee the hour cnc tht i impo e 
Now 


T9 1 
ce Now med' cine fails, and phyſic cannot ſave 


« From death's black horrors, and the rav nous 
grave. 5 | . , * a 


9 Reflect, my Gul, and think. what *tis to die: 
« One fatal ſtroke diſſolves the tender tye: 

bad Tir'd with it's priſon, cumber'd with it's clay, 
1 The long-impriſon'd ſpirit ſoars away. 


* New ſkulls and coffins open to my view, 

& The yawning grave cloſe by the baleful yew, 

Confin'd to dwell within the hollow ground, 

7 While worms, and: a and Hey me * 
| round. 


And can we view thy trophies, death, nor fear? 
* Feel life decay, nor drop a ſilent tear? 

« Methinks a few more days will end the ſtrife: 
« Death hovers near to ſnap the thread of life. 


ge But riſe, my Gul, and. all the world reſign, 

« Feſus appears with, marks of blood divine: 

« ] plead that blood; my prophet, prieſt and king, 

The grave lies conquer d, death has loſt its 
ſting. 


Then earth farewell, thou flattering world adieu: 
< Sublimer pleaſures open to my view : 


« Of 


1 Tel 
k 7 ſubſtantial i is my ſoul ming 5 
* And ſongs of angels fire my raptur'd breaſt” „* 


The whole ſtrain of his diſcourſe with 
me was exactly coincident with the ſen- 
timents here expreſſed. Throughout his 
illneſs the adverſary of ſouls was kept 
at a diſtance from him; or if in any in- 
ſtance his approach was permitted, it 
was not to attack the foundation of his 
hope, but only to diſtreſs him with the 
fear that it was poſſible, notwithſtanding 
his aſſurance, he had never built upon it. 
A fear this which the hypocrite is ſel- 
dom troubled with, for he is too much in 
love with his deluſion. 
Converſing with me about the trying 
moment, I repeated to him thoſe en- 
couraging promiſes, Deut. xxxiii. 5. As 
#by day is, fo ſhall thy ftrength be. Heb. 
iii. 5. TI will never leave thee, 1 will never 
forſake thee. I obſerved from them that 
God beſtows the favours of his love but 
when the circumſtances of his people 
_ renders them abſolutely neceſſary, and on- 
ly gives them ſtrength anſwerable to their 
preſent trial, and when death comes they 
ſhall find owe ſufficient for the day. 

With 


E 

With an expreſſive chearfulneſs he 
looked me in the face, and readily replied, | 
'« do believe it. I have thus far found 
« it ſo, and I have no doubt that I ſhall 
« ſtill experience it to he the caſe.” 
Thus he truſted 'in the Lord that he 
would deliver him, and his example ne 
luſtrated the truth of the divine promiſe, 
I. Peter ii. 5. He that believeth i in "mo ſhall 
not be confounded. i FAA 

Accordingly within an hour of his 
death with a faultering tongue he de- 
fired his weeping father to go to prayer 
with him. After prayer he was aſked 
if he remembered one. of the promiſes 
before referred to, and what he now 
thought concerning it? He replied he 
did, and his thoughts were the fame nor- 
as before. His experience thus gave teſti- 
mony ta the faithfulneſs of a performing 
God, and therefore with ſerenity on his 
countenance, and without a figh, he 
cloſed his eyes in death, and ſaw his Re- 
deemer in glory. 

Is there not reaſon then to n 
the mourning parents and affectionate re- 
latives of this bleſſed ſaint? In that glory 
doubtleſs he is. God has put a diſtin- 

1 guiſned 
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guiſhed honour upon you his parents. 
Under your care he was trained up for 
the kingdom of glory, and now is in the 
full poſſeſſion of its unbounded pleaſures. 
Indulge therefore the pleaſing thought of 
his preſent ſituation, and ſorrow: nat as 
thoſe wha Baue na hope. 9 The mortal 
part of your child it is true is dead, but 
your Redeemer liveth. In him is a ſuffi. — 
ciency to make up the loſs, and he lives 
to ſupport you under it. 4 

T1 almoſt fear addreſſing myſelf to the 
ſurviving brothers and fiſter of . the dear 
deceaſed. Their tender paſſions 1 know 
are ſuch that they can hardly bear it. 
You have my affectionate ſympathy while 
I feel for myſelf ; but permit me to ob- 
ſerve that when grief is immoderate it 
is offenſive to the eyes of God, and may 
provoke him to repeat the painful ſtroke. 
'Tis your duty therefore to endeavour 
to check the guſhes of paſſion, and keep 
it within its due bounds. Be earneſt in 
your applications to a throne of grace, 
and ſeek for relief to a covenant-God, 
who has graciouſly declared for the com- 
fort of his people ht in all thetr afficit- 


x ans 
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ons be ts affhifted. + You Kod your bro- 
ther. Where would love wiſh him but 
in a world of ineffable bliſs ? Surely the 
conſideration of his happineſs then muſt 
afford you real pleaſure! Inſtead of pon- 
dering therefore upon the painful truth 
that be is abſent from the body, whenever 
you remember him admit the ſoul- re- 
viving truth, that be is preſent with the 
Lord.: If his company afforded you 
eloidhrg upon earth be concerned to fol- 
low him ſo far as he followed Chriſt, 
teſt an eternal ſeparation ſhould aggra- 
vate your preſent diftreſs by the defpair- 
ing reflections of eternal miſery, No- 
thing but an intereſt in the ſame Saviour 
who has redeemed his ſoul from the dread- 
ful conſequences of fin can fecure and 
comfort you in a dying hour. 

It gives me pleaſure to hope that you 
are convinced of this, and that the. pre- 
ſent affliction has increaſed your deſires 
after the one thing needful, and it is 
my prayer ſuch defires may never be ex- 
tinguiſned. There is à jriend remaineth 
that fticketh cloſer than a brother, \ who 
is both able and willing to ſatisfy them. 
+ Iſaiah Ixiii. 9. Þ 2 Cor. v. 8. § Prov. xviii. 24. 1 
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If the preſent afflictive ſtroke is a mean. 
of increaſing. your intimacy with him 
you will have reaſon to ſay, It was 
% good for us that we were afflicted.” || 
I cannot paſs unnoticed the affectionate 
relative, whoſe viſit has been attended 
with ſuch contrary ſcenes. You came 
here in full expectation of pleaſure, but 
the moſt diſtreſſing pains have diſappointed 
your hope, and caft a tremendous gloom 
upon the enjoyments of friendſhip. This, 
my dear friend, is only a ſpecimen of 
what you are. continually to meet with 
while paſſing through life, and while 
the preſent providence teaches the vanity 
of all earthly pleaſure it loudly calls 
upon you to ſeek thoſe things which are 
above. Nothing but the delights of the 
heavenly world can afford you ſolid hap- 
pineſs ; and nothing but the well-ground- 
ed hopes of them can ſupport you under 
the diſtreſſes of the preſent life, You are 
taught by the death of your friend that 
the only way to obtain this felicity is by 
faith in a living Redeemer. Tis my fer- 
vent prayer that the inſtruction may not 
be in vain. £ 
But 


ll Palm exix. 71, 


r | 
But the providence which occaſions 
the ſolemnities of this day is alſo affecti- 
onately felt and ſincerely mourned by 
the family preſent who ſtand in a nearer 
relation to the deceaſed. It is to you my 
friends like the knife of a ſurgeon laying 
open an old wound. It revives the remem- 
| brance of former ſorrows, while every 
circumſtance attending the preceding 
breach in your family is muftered 15 


By buſy meddling memory 
In bar barous ſucceſſion. 


I ſincerely feel for you under the pain - 
ful trials, but God is {till the ſame, and 
the affection of a Redeemer is able to 
relieve you. Tis my hope and prayer 
that, while your afffictions are repeated, 
and the clouds return after the rain, you 
may fly to a covenant God for refuge, 
obtain the poſſeſſion of ſpiritual conſola- 
tion, converſe with heavenly realities, 
experience the anticipations of future 
glory, and an increaſing preparation for 
the inheritance of the ſaints in lighglt. 

But is not the death of our friend, 
which is ſo univerſally lamented a com- 
mon 


[46] 1 
mon lofs, by which we are rh ut 
us addrefled with the folemn advice. 
« Prepare to meet thy God.” . In a par- 
ticular manner it conveys a no ſtriking 
lecture to the younger part of this con- ; 
gregation. It teaches the uncertainty of 
life, it fhews what Chriftianity can do, 
and urges an immediate application to the 
Lord Fefus Chriſt. If youth, good na- 
tural abilities, a friendly diſpofition, and 
a temper univerſally amiable could ſe- 
cure from the ſtroke of death our de- 

ceaſed brother had been now alive. 
I natural qualifications and moral per- 
formances could of themfelves intitle to 
the divine favour, you will all of you 
acknowledge there would have been no 
neceffity for him to have renounced him- 
felf, and made the pe eee of Chriſt 

his only plea. h 

Hence then you may lem che wits 
certainty of creature-enjoyments, and the 
_ abfolute neceſſity of an appropriating 
faith in a living Redeemer. Tis this 
alone which can render us comfortable 
while ſurrounded with the numerous ills” 
which fleſh is heir to. Tis this alone 
can compoſe the ſpirits in a dying mo- 
ment, 


ta] 
ment, and cauſe us 0 wann over the 
grave. 
There are many WJ you aid, in * 
love him. His departure has affected you 
with a conviction how vain are the ex- 
pectations of earthly happineſs, and. 1 
hope revived in your minds a ſenſe of the 
neceſſity of an intereſt in eternal felicity. . 
If deſtitute of the influence of the 
ſpirit ſuch. impreſſions will be tranſitory, 
and when time ſhall ſet the providence at 
a diſtance they will be worn away.. O 
then pray to God that they may be ef- 
fectual and laſting ! It would be dreadful 
indeed, if after. ſuch a warning as this, 
you ſhould return as the dog to bis vomit, 
or the ſow that was wakes: to her wallows - 
ing in tht mire. * | 
© then be cavern to —— a- 
gainſt ſuch an iſſue, and pray, I ſay again, 
that your preſent convictions may never 
die away, but that you may continually 
feel the influence of that important ad- 
vice, which this diſpenſation ſpeaks, and 
is ſpoken alſo in the language of inſpira- 
tion. Gird up the loins of your minds; 


0 « ty ſober, be vigilant; for your adver- 
cc ſary, 


2 Pet. ii. 22. 5 1 Pet. i. 13. 


« fary, the devil, goeth about as 2 roaring 
<« lion, ſeeking whom he may GO ay. 
Upon the whole then . 
Our Redeemer liveth, and he ſhall ſtand 
the latter day upon the earth. That day YN 
is faſt approaching. Let us anticipate its 
Joys while we indulge the pleaſing expecta- 
tion. Thus animated we fhal} become 
ſuperĩor to all the light afflictions of time. 
They are but momentary een with 
future glory. on. £ 
It is but a night, a 4 and mae 
night which will uſher in eternal day. 
Delightful conſideration that our re- 
deemer lives and will ſoon appear, with a 
| glorious retinue of ſaints and angels ! Our 
dear friend I doubt not will make one of 
his train. We ſhall then fee him not 
afflicted with pale diſeaſe, nor disfigured 
by emaciating ſickneſs, but clothed with 
immortal life, chearfulneſs in his counte- 
nance, joy inſpiring his heart, and his per- 
ſon adorned with the bright ſplendor of 
eternal glory. Happy meeting! never 
more to be ſeparated.— For ſo ſhall we even 7 
be with the Lord. T Eg i 
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